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Gmail - Representative Martha McSally responding to your message

Although the AHCA is far from perfect, I have and continue to vigorously engage with my colleagues, House leadership, and
the administration to identify constructive improvements, prevent destructive additions, and ultimately secured victories for our
community. Those victories include an additional $60 billion in funds for Medicaid for the elderly and disabled, $90 billion for tax
credits for individuals aged 50 to 64, $15 billion for expecting and new mothers, newborns, those who struggle with mental
illness and those who wrestle with substance abuse, $15 billion for a federal highrisk pool to support those with the most
serious diseases, and an additional $8 billion to support those with preexisting conditions. I also introduced a simple, twopage
bill that says that when the AHCA becomes law, Members of Congress and Congressional Staff would not be exempt from the
requirements of this bill. This provision passed the House unanimously and shows that lawmakers are not above the law.
I still have concerns with the final House version of the bill and am working with Senators to make it better, but the legislative
process takes time and is multistepped. For example, I want to make sure the transition of Medicaid to the states happens with
enough years to ensure our most vulnerable get the care they need without uncertainty in the process. Also, it will take several
years for the individual markets to stabilize and offer more affordable insurance. In the meantime, we need to ensure the tax
credits are enough to make insurance affordable, especially for ages 5064. I also disagreed with provisions in a final
amendment added that allows states to ask for a waiver that has the potential to price people with preexisting conditions out of
coverage for one year if they let their coverage lapse more than 63 days. I am working to add other ideas to the bill to
incentivize healthy people to get insured, which will help them if they get a diagnosis or accident, spread out the risk in the
individual market which will bring premiums down, and reduce uncompensated care by local hospitals.
It was necessary to urgently start this complex, multistaged legislative process because as time goes by, more counties
around the country have no insurance choices in the individual markets in 2018. Doing nothing is not an option.
I realize that some of my constituents are fierce defenders of the ACA and wanted me to vote no on the AHCA, but the status
quo is unsustainable, and we must move towards a system that works better for everyone. I had a binary choice to support the
ACA or start the process of moving to a better system. I voted yes to start that process. Rest assured that I will continue to
work with our Senators and state and community health care leaders as the AHCA moves through the legislative process and
as Congress considers additional legislation to bring down the cost of healthcare and increase choices for my constituents so
they can get the care they need and deserve.
As the 115th Congress continues to address the challenges facing our nation, I hope you will continue to share your thoughts
and concerns. To keep up with my work in Congress, you can follow me on Twitter and Facebook, or visit my website
at mcsally.house.gov where you can sign up to receive my enewsletter. Again, thank you for sharing your concerns. Please
continue contacting my office regarding issues that you feel are important to you and Southern Arizona.
In Service,

MARTHA McSALLY
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